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laid down the basis of the existing system of rural boards through-
out India. So far as the Presidency towns are concerned, the real
beginning of self-government may be traced to the Acts of 1840
(for Calcutta), 1841 (for Madras) and 1845 (for Bombay). An
Act of 1899 curtailed the autonomy of the Calcutta Corporation,
Municipalities were established in the smaller towns, and inspite
of Lord Ripon's anxiety to assure their autonomy, the Govern-
ment exercised effective control.1 Under the circumstances the
educative value of the local self-governing institutions was to a
large extent aflected.

Indian National Congress

The first President of the Congress declared that " there were
no more thoroughly loyal and consistent well-wishers of the British
Government than were himself and the friends around him."2
The demands of the Congress were very moderate.3 Within a
few years of its foundation, however, the British Bureaucracy
began to suspect and to persecute this national organisation.4 Its
claim to represent the people of India was questioned/' and on
more than one occasion its Presidents considered it necessary to
justify that claim.6 The Act of 1892 failed to satisfy the Con-
gress ;7 there was an insistent demand for the reform of the
Legislative Councils and the partial Indianisation of the Executive
Council.8 Lord Curzon's adminisration, based on the principle
that efficiency was preferable to political concession,0 was severely
criticised by the Congress.10' The exitement created by the Parti-
tion of Bengal was a political factor of tremendous significance.
The victory of Japan in the Russo-Japanese War seemed to signalise
the victory of the rising East over the declining West.
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